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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1946, 

BY 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS,  M.D.,  D  P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Mr-.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  in  your  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1946. 

This  is  my  twenty-fifth  and  last  report,  I  should  like  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  all  Members  of  the  Council  as  well 
a.s  to  my  colleagues  Mr.  Dear  (Clerk),  Mr.  Fawcett  and  Mr.  Fell 
(Sanitary  Inspectors)  and  Mr.  Beddow  (Waterworks  Engineer)  for 
their  invariable  courtesy  and  co-operation. 

It  has  always  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  R.D.C.,  and  I  regret  that 
ad^’anced  age  compels  me  to  resign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDtVARD  J.  CROSS. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCTAI.  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 

Area  in  acres:  52,559  (approximately  -  81  scpiare  miles). 

Number  of  inhalmted  houses  at  the  end  of  1916-  according  to  the 
Rate  Books:  2,227. 

13  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  and  no  old  houses 
have  been  demolished. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £25,613. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  is  £106-1-0. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  is  6,726. 

The  District  is  almost  entirely  agricultural. 

There  -Is  a  great  shortage  of  houses  and  many  of  the  existing  houses 
are  badly  in  need  of  repair.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  many  necessary  repairs 
completed. 

In  my  opinion  the  shortage  of  houses  is  the  most  crying  need  of 
the  present  time. 

It  appears  to  me  that  much  of  the  good  done  by  supplying  children 
with  extra  milk  or  advice  given  by  the  Infant  'Welfare  is  destroyed 
by  the  environment  in  which  they  are  compelled  to  live. 
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VILLAGES  INCLUDED  IX  TPIE  AILEA;— 


Population 

Population 

in  1921. 

in  1931. 

Abbot  s  lev 

321 

263 

Buckden 

998 

1037 

Cat  worth 

384 

318 

Covington 

109 

82 

Diddingt  on 

176 

172 

L'\ nesburv  Hardwicke 

139 

139 

Graf  ham 

201 

200 

Gj'eat  Gransden 

4.58 

395 

tireat  Paxton 

306 

292 

Great  St  aught  on 

685 

651 

Hail  Weston 

265 

236 

Kimbolton 

902  (School  Term)  699 

Little  Paxton 

210 

229 

Midloe 

33 

40 

Otford  Clunv 

205 

217 

Offord  D’Arcv 

293 

291 

St.  Neots  Rural 

90 

68 

Southoe 

214 

211 

Stow 

90 

90 

Tet  worth 

159 

131 

Tin)rook 

192 

202 

l  ose  land 

138 

145 

'Wareslev 

183 

167 

Yelling 

225 

193 

Total  ...  6975 

6468 

The  Ilegistrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  area  in 
1944  was  7,244,  for  1945  it  was  fi,830,  ^1946  6,72G. 

INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE,  1946. 


The  following  were  notified:— 

Measles'  ...  38 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  9 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  10 

Pneumonia  ...  9 

Plrysipelas  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  5 

Pulmonary  Tubercle  ,..  14 

Non-Pul.  Tubercle  ...  2 

Total  ...  91 


Non-civilians  are  not  included. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  ending  3lst  December,  1946,  14  fresh  cases  of 
Ihilmonary  Tuberculosis  (7  M.  and  7  F.)  and  2  of  Non-Pulmonaiw 
(1  M.  and  1  F.)  have  been  notified. 

4  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  died. 

In  my  reporU  for  1915  I  stated  that  my  register  was  considerably  in- 
llated,  1  drew  the  attention  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  this  fact, 
with  the  result  that  48  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  42  of  Non-Pulmonary 
were  removed.  Total  71. 

The  number  on  my  register  on  31st  December,  1946,  was;  Pulmonary, 
i\L  9,  F.  9;  Non-Puimonary,  M.  2,  F.  2;  total  22. 

The  estimated  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  whole  of  Hunting- 
donshife  is  4  per  1,000, 
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The  population  of  the  iiural  District  being  6,830  and  the  number  of 
names  on  the  register  being  22,  this  district  has  less  than  4  per  1,000, 

DIPHTHEKIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  number  of  live  births  recorded  in  the  district  during  the  year 
ending  3Ist  December,  1944,  was  160. 

The  number  (age  group  0-5  years)  immunised  during  the  year  euding 
31st  December,  1945,  was  61. 

The  number  of  live  births  during  1945  was  118. 

The  number  immunised  (age  group  0-5  years)  during  1946  was  69, 
Obviously,  to  be  effective,  the  number  immunised  in  any  one  year 
ought  approximately  to  correspond  with  the  number  born  during  the 
preceding  year. 

The  Hunts.  County  Council  has  now  arranged  that  Free  Immunisation 
may  be  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor  and  will  supply  the  immunis¬ 
ing  material  and  reimburse  the  doctor  at  the  rate  of  3s.  6d.  per  inject 
tion.  This  arrangement  will  have  effect  as  from  1st  April,  1947,  and 
will,  I  believe,  increase  the  number  of  immunisations. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  notified  during  the  year. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

58  male  and  49  female,  total  107,  were  recorded,  2  of  these  were 
illegitimate. 

STILL- BIRTHS. 

10  still-births  were  also  notified. 


DEATHS. 

90  were  registered  in  the  district  during  1946  (42  male  and  48 
female). 

Therefore,  the  birth  rate  for  the  district  is  15.9  and  the  death  rate 
12.4.  For  England  and  Wales  the  birth  rate  is  16.1  and  the  death 
rate  ll.d. 


Sir, 


General  Register  Office, 

Terra  Nova  School, 

Birkdale, 

Southport, 

Lancashire, 

15th  July,  1947, 


Vital  Statistics,  1946.  S.D.  30  and  S.D.  30a, 


I  am  directed  by  the  Registrar-General  to  refer  to  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  with  .  enclosures,  and  to  say  that  the  lists  from  the 
Hunts.  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  deficient  of  many  births 
appropriate  to  St.  Neots  R.D.  and  in  some  cases  although  the  mother 
was  a  married  woman  the  birth  registered  related  to  an  illegitimate 
child. 


The  lists  have  been  noted  in  pencil  with  particulars  of  births 
assigned  to  your  area  and  it  will  be  observed  that  48  births,  includ¬ 
ing  10  illegitimate  births,  occurred  in  the  6th  Polish  General  Hospital 
at  Diddington  in  November  and  December. 

In  the  course  of  the  checking  process  it  was  found  that  some  of 
the  births  which  occurred  in  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Hospital  were 
not  transferred  to  the  area  of  residence  of  the  parent,  but  this  has 
now  been  adjusted. 


The  resultant 
now  read: — 


res  for  Live 

Births 

for  St. 

■ 

M. 

F. 

Total 

92 

88 

Legilimate 

80 

78 

Illegitimate 

12 

10 

Neots 


R.D.  should 
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and  the  form  S.D.  30a,  which  is  returned  with  form  S.D.  30  and  your 
lists,  should  be  amended  accordingly. 

1  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  A.  rillLLIPS. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
High  Street, 

St.  Neots, 

Hunts. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

>•* 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Infra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Pronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Kespiratory  Disease 

Ulcer  ot  Stomach 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital 

Other  'Causes 


Total 


Males.  Females. 


3 

‘> 

7 

1 

3 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 


2 

4 

3 


0 

3 
(i 

5 

10 

4 
1 
3 
1 

1 

1 

1 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Male  0,  female  2,  total  8  (1  illegitimate). 

STAFF. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTPI  SERVICES. 

Clerk  to  the  Council  (whole  time):  D.  J.  Dear.  Tel.  St.  Neots  34. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time):  E.  J.  Cross,  T.D.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Tel.  St.  Neots  68. 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer  and  Surveyor  (whole  time):  M.  Fawcett,  M.S.I.A., 
M.R.San.l.  Tel.  St.  Neots  34  and  Kimbolton  303. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Surveyor  (whole  time) : 
H.  Fell,  M.S.I.A. 

Water  Engineer  (whole  time) :  D.  W.  Beddow.  Tel.  St.  Neots  34  and 
Buckden  282. 

Public  Analyst:  Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.l.C.  Tel.  Cam¬ 
bridge  2097. 

Bacteriologists:  E.M.P.H.L.S.,  Cambridge.  Tel.  Cambridge  55526. 
Registrars:  St.  Neots — Mr,  G.  Bevan.  Tel.  St.  Neots  31.  Kimbolton— 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Carter. 

Vaccination  Officer:  Mr.  G.  Bevan.  Tel.  St,  Neots  31. 

FOOD  INSPECTION:  Sections  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  21  (2), 
31,  37,  38  and  39  have  now  been  restored  to  the  R.D.C. 

CLINICS. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  Mental  Treatment  Specialist  may  be  consulted  at  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital  every  Tuesday  at  2.30  p.m.  and  at  the  Three  Counties 
Hospital,  Arlesey,  every  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Chest  Consultant  holds  Clinics  at  the  Out-patients'  Department 
of  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thurs¬ 
days  in  the  month  at  10.0  a.m, 

EYE  CLINICS. 

The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  attends  the  Clinic  at  the  rear  of  the  Old 
Grammar  School,  Huntingdon,  on  the  first  and  third  Fridavs  in  the 
niontli  at  10.0  a.m. 


ORTlIOr.EDIC  CLINICS. 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  the  Clinic  at  the  rear  of  the  Okl 
Grammar  School,  Huntingdon,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  iii 
the  month  at  10.0  a.m. 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  TPIROAT. 

All  cases  recommended  to  see  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist 
are  sent  to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  or  Reterborough 
Memorial  Hospital. 

Appointments  for  all  the  above  Clinics  are  made  through  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Clinic  at  28,  Fitzvvilliam  Street,  Peterborough.  Males — Tuesdays  and 

Fridays,  6 — 7  p.m. ;  Females — Tuesdays  and  Fx'idays,  3.30 — 6  p.m. 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge.  Males — Tuesdays  and  Thursdays, 
4  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  respectively;  Females — Tuesdays  and  Thursdays, 
3  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  respectively. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY  HOSPITAL  X-RAY  SERVICE. 

Thursday  afternoons  at  2  o’clock.  Routine  session  for  non-urgent 
cases,  including  old  fractures,  chest  cases,  barium  enemas  and  kidney 
examinations  (for  the  two  latter,  appointments  are  necessary). 

Thursday  mornings  (by  appointment).  Barium  meals  at  11  o’clock, 
with  final  examination  at  5  o’clock. 

Gall  Bladder  cases  by  appointment. 

The  Department  will  be  open  for  urgent  cases  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  at  10.45  a.m. 

It  is  requested  that  only  very  urgent  cases  be  sent  on  Wednesday 
mornings,  when  the  X-Ray  Department  will  be  normally  closed. 

All  appointments  should  be  made  through  the  Matron. 

WEEKLY  CLINICS  are  held  as  follows:— 

Tuesdays,  3  p.m..  Dr.  C.  F.  L.  Patterson — Skin. 

Thursdays,  10.15  a.m.,  Mr.  H.  B.  Roderick — Orthopsedic  and  General 
Surgery. 

Thursdays,  10  a.m.,  Hunts.  County  Council — Chest  Clinic. 

Fridays,  10  a.m.,  Mr.  S.  Riddiough — Genito  Urinary  and  General 
Surgery. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Threlfall— Dental. 

Saturdays,  9.45  a.m.,  Mr.  L.  Phillips — Obstetrical  and  Gynoeeological. 
MONTHLY  CLINICS:— 

1st  Tuesdays,  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  R.  Weedon  Butler — Orthopaedic. 

2nd  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.,  Mr.  A.  S.  H.  Walford — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat, 
4th  Tuesdays,  10  a.m..  Dr.  P.  G.  Ruston — Ditto. 

(Signed)  E.  BRYANT, 

11th  April,  1946.  Assistant  Secretary. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

A  nurse  residing  at  Great  Staughton  (telephone  not  yet  installed) 
attends  cases  in  Kimbolton,  Great  Staughton,  Grafham,  Perry,  Til- 
brook,  Dillington  and  Hail  Weston. 

A  nurse  residing  at  Eltisley  (Tel.  Croxton  210)  attends  in  Great 
Paxton,  The  Ofl'ords,  Toseland,  Yelling,  Great  Gransden,  Wares  ley  a  nd 
Abbotsley. 

A  nurse  residing  at  Brampton  (Tel.  Huntingdon  336)  attends  in 
Buckden,  Diddington  and  Southoe. 

Little  Paxton  is  attended  by  a  nurse  living  in  St.  Neots  (Tel. 
St.  Neots  215). 

Catworth  and  Covington  (Tel.  Bythorn  217)» 

All  these  nurses  are  provided  with  motor  cars  and  are  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Hunts.  County  Council, 
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PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  parishes  have  piped  water  supplies:  Abhotsley,  Cat- 
worth,  Covington,  Great  Gransden,  Great  Paxton,  Great  Staughton, 
Kimbolton,  Tilbrook. 

The  Parishes  of  Kimbolton  (with  Stonely),  Catworth,  Tilbrook  and 
Covington,  together  with  Hargrave  in  the  Oundle  and  Thrapston  Rural 
District,  are  supplied  by  means  of  the  Kimbolton  Regional  Water 
Scheme. 

The  water  far  this  scheme  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the 
Urban  District  of  Raunds  (Northants.)  and  is  obtained  from  the  River 
Nene  Valley  Gravels.  The  quantity  is  sufficient  for  the  requirements 
of  the  parishes  concerned. 

This  scheme  during  the  war  has  supplied  a  considerable  quantity 
of  water  (up  to  100, 000  gallons  per  day)  to  Kimbolton  Airfield  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  required  for  farming  and  domestic  purposes.  Tlie 
scheme  generally  has  been  entirely  satisfactory,  but  owing  to  the 
increased  velocity  and  pressures  in  the  mains  during  the  period  tliis 
additional  water  was  Toeing  supplied,  burst  mains  and  leaking  ser¬ 
vice  pipes  were  frequent. 

The  Parish  of  Great  Gransden  is  supplied  with  water  purchased 
in  bulk  from  South  Cambs.  Rural  District  Council.  The  quantity  of 
water  available  has  been  at  all  times  sufficient  for  the  agricultural 
and  domestic  requirements  in  the  Parish,  and  the  scheme,  in  my 
opinion,  is  quife  suitable  for  extending  to  provide  a  supply  of  piped 
water  to  the  Parish  of  Waresley,  where  no  piped  supply  exists  at 
present,  and  also  to  the  Parish  of  Abbotsley,  where  the  present' 
piped  supply  is  not  sufficient  at  all  times  (see  Abbotsley  and  Wares¬ 
ley  Scheme  later). 

GREAT  STAUGHTON  SCHEME. 

The  Parish  of  Great  Staughton,  together  with  the  Hamlets  of  Dilling- 
ton  and  East  and  West  Perry,  is  supplied  from  this  scheme,  which 
was  put  in  about  eleven  years  ago  and  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  a  small  pocket  of  glacial  gravel  on 
Staughton  Moor  by  means  of  numerous  collecting  drains,  which  empty 
into  a  reinforced  concrete  collecting  tank,  capacity  115000  gallons. 
The  supply  at  source  is  limited  at  about  22,000  gallons  each  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  does  not  seem  to  vary  with  either  heavy  rainfall  or 
prolonged  drought. 

The  water  which  is  of  good  quality  gravitates  to  the  village  of 
Great  Staughton,  The  Town,  The  Highway  and  The  Green  being 
supplied  by  gravity. 

A  small,  electrically  operated,  automatic  controlled,  hydro- pneumatic 
booster  plant  supplies  the  water  to  Dillington,  Gaynes  Hall  and  East 
and  West  Perry. 

The  scheme,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  about  eleven  years,  is 
not  ..quite  trouble-free,  but  when  it  is  recalled  that  Gaynes  Hall  was 
occupied  during  the  war  as  a  military  establishment  which  used  up 
to  10,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  it  will  be  understood  that  what 
was  intended  to  be  a  small  village  supply  has  survived  considerable 
overwork. 

GREAT  PAXTON  SCHEME. 

This  parish  is  at  present  supplied  with  piped  water  from  a  very 
small  scheme  which  was  installed  about  sixty  years  ago.  The  water 
is  obtained  from  a  shallow  well  and  pumped  by  means  of  a  very 
old  internal  combustion  engine  and  pump  to  a  reservoir  on  high 
ground  at  the  corner  of  Toseland  Road. 

The  quantity  is  not  at  all  times  adequate,  particularly  during 
periods  of  drought,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  augment  the  supply 
by  sinking  a  small  bore- hole  near  to  the  River  Ouse  and  putting  in 
a  temporary  pump. 
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The  water  is  of  doubtful  quality,  and,  owing  to  the  position  and 
shallowness  of  both  the  well  and  borehole,  it  becomes  easily  con¬ 
taminated,  and  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  considered  necessary 
to  advise  that  all  the  water  taken  from  this  supply  should  be  boiled 
to  render  it  fit  for  drinking. 

The  Buckden  Regional  Scheme  (see  later)  when  completed  will 
supersede  this  supply, 

ABBOTSLEY  WATER  SCHEME. 

This  Parish  has  a  piped  supply  which  was  installed  about  sixty 
years  ago,  1  understand  that  the  scheme  was  put  in  originally  by 
Col.  Buncombe  to  afford  a  supply  of  water  to  certain  large  farms,  and 
that  the  people  in  Abbotsley  were  permitted  to  draw  a  supply  of 
drinking  water  from  several  public  standpipes. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  probably  20  or  25,  the  Estate  changed 
ownership  and  the  Rural  District  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
new  owner,  under  which  the  Council  paid  the  owner  an  annual  sum  for 
water  supplied  to  Abbotsley  village,  and  assumed  responsibility  for 
the  mains  and  services  in  the  village.  In  return  the  Council  collect  a 
water  rent  from  all  properties  supplied  with  water  from  the  scheme 
except  the  farms  and  cottages  which  form  part  of  the  Estate. 

The  scheme,  while  supplying  water  of  exceptionally  good  quality 
and  purity,  has  not  been  very  satisfactory,  and  the  quantity  available 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  requirements,  and  the  source,  age  and  small 
diameter  of  the  supply  main  do  not  make  the  scheme  capable  of 
development. 

The  proposed  extension  of  the  Great  Gransden  supply  to  form  the 
Abbotsley  and  Waresley  Scheme  (see  later)  is  intended  to  replace 
tliis  existing  supply. 

Generali}’’  where  there  is  a  piped  water  supply  each  property  has 
its  own  connection  to  the  mains,  but  in  the  Parishes  of  Abbotsley  and 
Great  Paxton  there  are  still  public  standpipes,  and  on  the  other 
schemes  some  of  the  smaller  cottage  properties  are  still  supplied  by 
means  of  a  private  standpipe,  in  some  cases  several  cottages  in 
the  one  ownership  being  supplied  from  one  private  standpipe. 

It  is  intended,  as  soon  as  materials  become  available,  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  use  of  standpipes,  whether  public  or  private,  and  to 
insist  that  each  property  is  supplied  by  means  of  a  tap  over  a  sink. 
This  is  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  1945  Water  Act. 

SCHEMES  FOR  PROVIDING  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES  are  in 
course  of  construction  as  follows 

BUCKDEN  REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME  to  provide  a  supply  of 
water  to  the  Parishes  of  Buckden,  Diddington,  Grafham,  Great  Pax-, 
ton.  Hail  Weston,  Little  Paxton,  Southoe  and  Midloe,  Offord  Cluny, 
Offord  D’Arcy,  Toseland,  Yelling.  This  scheme  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Pick,  Everard,  Keay  and 
Gimson,  of  Leicest4er,  a  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  held  and  approval 
given,  and  tenders  accepted  for  the  supply  of  pipes,  specials,  valves 
and  hydrants,  laying  of  mains,  construction  of  reinforced  concrete 
reservoir,  and  work  was  commenced  in  August,  1946.  Progress  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  was  rather  slow  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtain¬ 
ing  supplies  of  materials,  the  almost  complete  absence  of  suitable 
labour,  and  the  very  inclement  weather  during  the  Autumn.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  and  a  supply 
of  water  available  in  the  above  parishes  by  the  Autumn  of  1947. 

STOW  LONGA  WATER  SCHEME. 

It  is  proposed  to  supply  this  small  parish  with  water  by  extending 
the  mains  from  Kimbolton  Regional  Water  Scheme.  Ministry  of 
Health  sanction  was  obtained  without  the  necessity  of  a  Public 
Enquiry,  and  work  was  commenced  in  July,  1946.  Difficulties  were 
experienced  similar  to  the  ones  on  Buckden  Regional  Scheme,  but  it 
is  expected  that  the  contract  will  be  completed  and  the  supply  of 
water  available  early  in  the  Spring  of  1947. 
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ABBOTSLEY— WARESLEY  SCHEME. 

It  is  intended  to  make  a  supply  of  water  available  to  the  Parish  of 
Waresley  by  extending  the  mains  from  Great  Gransden  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  Under  the  same  contract  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  Great 
Gransden  mains  in  the  direction  of  Abbotsley  in  order  to  supersede 
the  existing  -supply  in  that  village,  which,  as  recorded  previously, 
is  inadequate.  Approval  has  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
^ind  a  tender  accepted,  but  no  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  work.  It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  dur¬ 
ing  1947. 

WATER  CARTING. 

This  department  has  been  responsible  for  carting  supplies  of  drink¬ 
ing  water  to  the  following  parishes :  Grafham,  Toseland,  Yelling,  part 
of  Buckden  and  sometimes  to  Hail  AVeston  and  Stow  Longa.  The 
work  has  proved  very  expensive  and  cannot  by  any  means  be  deemed 
satisfactory,  although  during  the  war,  and  since,  it  has  been  very 
necessary.  1  feel  quite  sure  that  all  the  members  of  the  Councilt, 
particularly  the  ones  who  forni  the  AVater  Committee,  and  the 
Officers  concerned  with  finance  as  well  as  sanitation  will  be  pleased 
to  see  this  method  of  supplying  water  discontinued,  and  a  supply  of 
piped  water  of  good  quality  and  adequate  quantity  made  available  in 
all  Parishes. 

(Signed)  DAVID  AV.  BEDDOAV, 

AA^aterworks  Engineer. 


A  table  of  water  supplies  is  set  out  on  page  8  of  the  1945  Report. 

Samples  of  water  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination  during  1946 
gave  results  as  follows: — ■ 

Papworth’s  Bakery,  Buckden;  2.3-1-46;  unsatisfactory;  occupier  in¬ 
truded  to  boil  water  and  warning  notice  fixed  to  pump. 

Papworth’s  Bakery,  Buckden;  4-2-46;  unsatisfactory;  occupier  in¬ 
structed  to  boil  water  and  warning  notice  fixed  to  pump. 

Andrews’  Bakery,  Buckden;  4-2-46;  satisfactory. 

Great  Paxton  AVater  Scheme;  25-2-46;  satisfactory. 

Great  Paxton  AA^hite  House;  20-3-46;  satisfactory. 

Great  Staughton  AAhater  Scheme;  13-6-46;  satisfactory. 

Buckden  Towers;-  13-6-46;  suspicious;  tanks  cleaned  and  further 
samples  satisfactory. 

Buckden  Towers  (kitchen);  24-6-46;  suspicious;  tanks  cleaned  and 
further  sam}des  satisfactory. 

Buckden  Towers  (carted  .supply)-;  24-6-46;  unsatisfactory. 

Buckden  Towers;  30-7-46;  satisfactory. 

Buckden  Towers;  30-7-46;  sal isfactory. 

Great  Gransden  AVater  Scheme;  16-9-46;  satisfactory. 

RAINFALL  DURING  1946 

(Staughton  Alanor  Readings). 

St.  Neots  21.86  ins,;  Great  Barford  25.26  ins. ;  Great  Staughton  26,35  ins. 

January  0.86  ins.,  February  1.82  ins.,  March  1.12  ins.,  April  0.78  in., 
Alay  2.25  ins.,  June  2.61  ins.,  July  1.31  ins.,  August  3.95  ins.,  September 
3.22  ins.,  October  1.92  ins.,  November  4.67  ins.,  December  1.84  ins., 
total  26.35  ins.  .  ; 

Great  Staughton:  1929  19.99  ins.,  1930  23.07,  1931  22.51,  1932  19.86, 
1933  16.74,  1934  17.28,  1935  21.77,  1936  22.39,  1937  27.70,  1938  19.08, 

1939  2.5.82,  1940  19.76,  1911  22.55,  1942  19.88,  1943  15.78,  1944  17.82, 
1915  18.29,  1946  26.35.  An  average  of  20.92  ins.  for  the  18  years.  This 
is  slightly  less  than  the  average  for  Bedford  (22.04  ins.). 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR. 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1946. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

Shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials  continued  to  creatie 
difficulties  during  the  year  in  obtaining  tlie  repair  of  existing  houses, 
and  consequently  notices  were  only  served  in  connection  with  tlie  most 
serious  defects. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  Council 
were  without  tlie  services  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  a  little 
more  progress  was  made  with  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  and  a  further 
125  houses  were  inspected  in  detail. 

The  standard  of  the  existing  houses,  especially  when  compared  to 
the  Joint  County  Committee  standard,  gives  cause  for  concern  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  figures.  Defects  which  are  most  often 
found  to  exist  are:  Lack  of  D.P.C.,  insufficient  and  impure  water 
supply,  absence  of  drainage,  sink,  larders,  paving  and  baths.  Many 
liouses  are  badly  planned  internally.  It  will  take  many  years  to 
bring  every  working  class  house  up  to  the  County  standard. 

At  the  end  of  1946,  647  houses  were  classified  under  the  Rural  HouS' 
ing  Survey  as  folloivs : — 

Overcrowded. 

1.  — Entii’ely  fit  ...  22 

2.  — Minor  defects  ...  Ill 

3.  — -Requiring  major  re]iairs  or  altera¬ 

tions  ...  194  2 

4^ — Suitable  for  reconditioning  under 

the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  121  2 

5. — Entirely  unfit  ...  199  7 

POST  WAR  HOUSING. 

173  visits  were  made  during  tlie  year  in  connection  with  the  lious- 
ing  programme,  either  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  sites  or  for  supervis¬ 
ing  the  erection  of  houses,  construction  of  roads,  sewers,  etc.  In  17  of 
the  23  Parishes  the  Council  now  have  housing  sites  in  their  possession 
or  in  the  process  of  sale,  development  work  is  practically  completed 
on  3  sites  and  the  erection  of  houses  begun  on  4  sites.  Approval  of 
tenders  for  38  permanent  houses  has  been  received  and  the  work  was 
actually  in  progress  on  23  of  these  houses  at  the  end  of  1946.  The 
Council  are  anxious  to  erect  many  more  permanent  houses,  but  building 
labour  does  not  seem  to  be  available  in  spite  of  stringent  licensing. 

In  addition,  12  Tarran  temporary  houses  have  been  completed  and 
occupied  at  Kimbblton,  and  huts  forming  a  disused  W.A.A.F.  site  are 
now  in  the  process  of  being  converted  into  10  temporary  houses  in 
the  same  village.  The  8  remaining  temporary  hou.ses  allocated  to  the 
Council  will  l-)e  erected  in  Little  Paxton  as  soon  as  the  Ministry  give 
an  authorisation  for  compulsory  purchase. 

In  my  opinion,  more  homes  for  old  people  (bungalows  and  2  bed¬ 
room  houses)  ought  to  be  incorporated  in  most  layouts. 

It  is  hoped  tliat  during  1947  enough  additional  liouses  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  to  enable  the  Council  to  build  houses  to  replace  houses  wliich 
ought  to  be  condemned. 

Inspections  made: — 


Total  number  ...  1679 

Total  number  of  Notices  served  ...  63 

Informal  ...  57 

Formal  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  34 

Informal  ...  30 

Formal  ...  4 
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Analysis  of  Inspections  Made; 


Housing  Act  (other  than  Survey) 

•  •  • 

10 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

... 

125 

Council  Houses  Maintenance 

440 

Houses,  etc.,  under  P.H.  Act,  1936 

... 

87 

blouses,  et<‘.,  under  P.H.  Act,  1936  (re-visits) 

42 

Supervising  erection  of  new  buildings 

56 

vSewers 

85 

Post  War  Housing 

173 

Moveable  Dwellings 

12 

Cowsheds 

69 

Dairies 

21 

Bakehouses 

19 

Drains 

41 

Infectious  Disease 

... 

12 

Rooms  Disinfected 

14 

^Vater  Stipply  (samples  taken  by  S.1./5) 

•  •  • 

10 

Scavenging 

59 

Food  Premises 

11 

Rats  and  Mice 

16 

Overcrowding  (H.A.,  1936),  other  than  Survey 

4 

Salvage 

•  •  * 

93 

Schools 

... 

w 

‘^Squat  ters” 

•  ■  • 

O 

Vermin  (bug's) 

Piggeries 

Fa.( dories  (with  power) 

Interviews 

Total  Defects  Remedied  or  Nuisances  Abated 


2 

1 

7 

223 

483 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  &c. 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  in  area  (estimated)  ...  1318 

Number  of  W.C.’s  in  area  (estimated)  ...  939 

Number  of  pails  reconstructed  in  W.C.’s  in  194G  ...  8 

Number  of  new  additional  W.C.’s  provided  at  exist- 

ting  property  ...  4 

Number  of  W.C.’s  constructed  in  1946  for  new 

premises  ...  13 

Number  of  new  pails  provided  ...  26 

Number  of  dustbins  provided  ...  18 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Total  number  on  register  (including  bakehouses)  ...  54 

Number  in  which  defects  remedied  ...  4 

Bakehouses,  number  on  Register  ...  12 

Number  in  which  defects  remedied  ...  3 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  4 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ....  4 


BUILDING  LICENCES. 

381  licences  under  Defence  Regulations  56a  were  granted  by  the 
Council  during  1946.  A  good  deal  of  time  is  taken  in  dealing  with 
these  licences,  and  in  advising  the  Ministry  of  Works  on  other  licences, 
to  the  detriment  of  normal  work. 

SEWERS  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  remarks  in  the  1945  Annual  Report  still  apply.  During  1916 
25  piped  sewers  or  open  sewer  ditches  have  received  attention. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Council  have  instructed  their  Consult¬ 
ing  Engineers  to  prepare  proper  plans  and  schemes  for  sewering  the 
whole  of  the  area.  ' 

Joint  Schemes  for  Buckden  and  Otford  and  for  Kimbolton  and 
Great  Staughton  are  now  under  consideration  by  the  County  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is  hoped  to  let  contracts  for  these 
two  schemes  in  1917.  Estimated  cost:  £81,750. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Tlie  “Dennis”  liefuse  Wagon  and  the  “Scanimell”  Nightsoil  Wagon 
are  now  both  in  good  niechanical  condition,  but  suitable  labour  can- 
not  be  obtained,  particularly  for  nightsoil  collection.  Only  three 
civilians  are  employed  although  there  ar^  vacancies  for  six  men. 
The  services  of  two  prisoners  of  war  are  being  utilised  at  the  moment, 
but  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  repatriated  soon  and  then  the 
labour  situation  will  be  acute  once  more.  In  spite  of  frequent  changes 
in  staff,  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  men  that  a  fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse  (weekly  in  Buckden  and  Ivimbolton)  in  this  area  of  81  square 
miles  has  been  generally  maintained.  It  is  regretted  that  at  present 
nightsoil  can  only  be  collected  in  10  of  the  23  parishes.  Although  I 
am  far  from  satisfied  with  this  state  of  affairs,  the  sewering  of  the 
larger  parishes  will  relieve  to  some  extent  the  serious  position  of 
labour  shortage.  Eefuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  two 
sites. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  Council  arrange  for  this  work  to  be  done  by  contractors  at  the 
owner’s  expense.  During  1946  18  private  cesspools  and  4  owned  by 
the  Council  have  been  cleansed. 

SALVAGE. 

Public  apathy  towards  salvage  collection  remains  in  spite  of 
propaganda  and  hence  the  amount  collected  is  not  very  gratifying. 
Waste  paper  6  tons  18|  cwts.,  rags  13  cwts.,  bones  |  cwt.,  fei’rous 
metal  1  cwt.,  total  value  £49. 

A  “Book  Drive”  in  February,  1946,  produced  32,630  books  (treble  the 
target).  1,700  of  these  books  were  sent  to  H.M.  Forces,  about  50  to 
the  local  library  and  the  rest  (weighing  3  tons  8  cwts.)  were  sent  for 
pulping.  But  for  this  drive,  and  tlie  splendid  help  of  teachers  and 
school-children,  very  little  salvage  would  have  resulted.  The  Council 
rewarded  all  the  41  children  who  collected  250  books  or  over  with  a 
2s.  6d.  Saving  Stamp  and  in  addition  the  three  children  who  collected 
the  most  books  were  taken  to  a  pantomime. 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  MAINTENANCE. 

440  visits  were  made  and  243  orders  issued  for  minor  repairs.  In 
addition  86  houses  were  painted  and  colour-washed  externally.  There 
are  now  204  Council  Houses  in  the  area  (including  12  temporaries)  and 
when  the  Council’s  present  housing  programme  is  completed  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  employ  our  own  maintenance  workmen.  Many  of 
these  houses  will  require  improvements  at  a  later  date  to  bring  them 
up  to  standard. 

DANGEEOUS  BUILDING. 

One  such  unused  building  was  demolished  after  notice  under  Sec.  58 
of  the  P.H.  Act,  1936,  had  been  served. 

INTEEIM  PEESEEVATION  OEDEE. 

Three  grand  old  trees  at  Buckden  Towers  have  been  made  the  subject 
of  an  Order  under  the  1943  Planning  x4ct. 

PETEOLEUM  STOEAGE  LICENCES. 

One  new  application  was  received  during  the  year  and  there  are  now 
22  premises  on  the  register.  19  licences  were  issued  during  1946. 

EATS  AND  MICE. 

The  Scheme  outlined  in  the  1945  Eeport  was  operated  during  the 
year,  when  the  whole  of  the  Eural  District  was  surveyed  by  the  Joint 
Eodent  Operator.  Complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  few,  but,  never¬ 
theless,  22  major  infestations  were  dealt  with.  The  two  Council  tips 
are  regularly  treated.  The  sewers  in  Ivimbolton  were  test  baited, 
but  no  evidence  of  infestation  was  found.  The  total  number  of 
rats  and  mice  estimated  to  have  been  destroyed  is  3,506,  actual  bodies 
found  nil  mitered  over  500. 
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The  Ministry  of  Food’s  Schenie  outlined  in  Circidar  12  was  adopteci, 
but  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  district  was  not  used  often. 

MOVEABLE  DWEJ.LINGS. 

•1  were  licensed  during  194G  subject  to  conditions.  No  cause  for 
complaint  was  noted. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Flans  were  deposited  for  the  erection  or  alteration  of  4.5  buildings. 
Permission  under  the  Planning  Scheme  was  refused  in  1  case,  and  8 
others  were  lirst  refused  and  then  granted  after  alterations  had  been 
made  in  the  plans.  Many  of  the  proposals  have  not  been  proceeded 
with  on  account  of  labour  and  material  shortage.  56  visits  were  made 
to  these  in  course  of  erection. 

FOODS. 

As  from  1/4/46  the  County  Council  handed  back  their  delegated 
powers  under  the  Food  and  Drug  Act,  1938,  to  the  K.D.C.  The  altera¬ 
tions  necessary  '  before  registration  can  be  granted  have  not  been 
requested  during  1946  in  view  of  more  urgent  duties  and  calls  upon 
labour  and  materials.  All  premises  falling  within  the  scope  of  the, 
Act  must  be  inspected  for  this  purpose  as  soon  as  possible.  230  lbs. 
of  dried  fruits  or  tinned  foods  were  surrendered  and  destroyed 
during  the  year. 

All  slaughtering  still  takes  place  in  the  Urban  District. 

MILK. 

The  remarks  in  thn  1945  Annual  Report  still  apply,  except  that  9 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination ;  only  3 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  One  difficulty  has  been  lack  of 
sufficient  transport  required  by  a  large  dairy  firm  to  deliver  sterilised 
churns  at  every  farm.  This  is  a  most  serious  matter  as  so  many  dairy 
farms  are  without  a  proper  water  supply.  Two  churn  rinsing  samples 
gave  counts  of  1,000,000  and  2,000,000  bacteria  per  C.C.  AVliat  is  the 
use  of  putting  clean  milk  into  dirty  churns  ?  The  Ministry  of 
Transport  are  investigating  the  cause  of  tips  transport  trouble. 

One  supplementary  pasteiirisation  licence  was  renewed  during  1946. 

Number  of  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk  Sellers) 
in  District — 76. 

Number  registered — 76. 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises — .69. 

Number  of  inspections  during  milking  time — 7. 

Number  of  premises  requiring  whitewashing,  cleansing,  etc. — 21. 
Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority  were  carried 
out — 21. 

Number  of  premises  requiring  structural  or  sanitary  improvements — 5. 
Number  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority  were  carried 
out — 5. 

Number  of  premises  with  well  water  supply — 46. 

Number  of  from  which  water  analysed — -Nil. 

LIST  OF  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Abbotsley — Wisson. 

Buckden — Peck. 

Catworth — Brown. 

Kimbolton — Whiteman,  Hellett.  ' 

Great  Staughton — Willmer. 

Great  Gransrlen — Whittet. 

Yelling — Stocker. 

Total  Slaughter  Houses — 8. 

LIST  OF  REGISTERED  COWKEEPERS  AND  RETAILERS. 

Abbotsley — Wisson,  Wisson,  Radford,  Hart. 

Buckden — Mann  (E.  E.),  Mann  (C.  L.),  Milner,  Stocker,  Brown, 

Mailer  and  Smith. 
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Catvvorth — Cook,  Ives. 

Grafliam — Odell,  Eicliardson,  Hart,  England,  Shelley. 

Great  Gransden — Upchurch,  Searle,  I’ayne  and  Son,  Sandford. 

Hail  Weston — Arnold,  Brittain. 

Ivimbolton — Bayes,  Boyd,  Capon,  Alderman,  Jones,  Woodham,  Silbey, 
Baxter. 

Oll’ord  Cluny  and  Darcy — Sabey,  Gill,  Dighton. 

Great  Paxton — Thomason,  Cardell,  Judd,  Harley. 

Great  Staughton — Brown,  Herdman,  Peck,  Wells,  Duberly,  Brown, 
Hopperton. 

Southoe — Nil. 

Perry — Skinner,  Baker,  Topham,  Horne,  Johnson. 

Stow — Elliott,  Horsforth,  Handley,  Taylor,  James,  Johnson  and 
Knighton. 

T e t  w or t h — H o  wk i  n s ,  Griffith. 

Toseland — Jordan,  Worboys. 

Tilbrook — Higgins. 

AVaresley — Minney,  Walker,  Sharpe. 

Yelling — Findlay,  Howarth,  Farr,  Melbourn,  Sell,  Travers. 

St.  Neots  llural — Newling,  AVells,  Lawson. 

Covington — Brittain. 

Little  Paxton — Flodge. 

Diddington — Woods. 

Total  76. 

LIST  OF  FACTOIHES  (WITH  MECHANICAL  POWEK). 

Kimbolton — Loakes,  East  Street,  Baker ;  Watson,  High  Street,  L.  Pr. 
Printer;  Parratt,  High  Street,  M.  and  It.  Elec.  Gen.;  Kobinson, 
Thrapston  Road,  M.  and  R. ;  Matlock  and  Brown,  Ltd.,  East  Street, 
Clothing. 

Tilbrook — Qnenby  and  Sons,  Grist  and  Bonemeal,  Seed  Cleaning. 

Great  vStaughton — Harding,  Miller,  Bakery  Fensome,  Highway,  Black¬ 
smith. 

Waresley- — Baker,  A.  J.,  and  Sons,  Poultry  Sheds ; 

Buckden — Robinson  and  Co.,  M.  and  R. ;  Buckden  Hosiery  Co.,  Ltd., 
Knitted  Hosiery;  Inns  and  Co.,  Gravel  Pits;  Smith,  Church  Street, 
Builder. 

Abbotsley — Collings  Bros.,  M.  and  R. 

Southoe — Bruce  Bros.,  Great  Noith  Road,  M.  and  R. 

Eynesbury  Ilaixlwick— B.C.  &  H.  Electricity  Co.,  Central  Electricity 
Board. 

Great  Paxton — M.  C.  Harley,  Landing  Lamps. 

Little  Paxton — Trimmings,  County  Sports  Works,  Tennis  Racquets, 
Bats,  etc.;  St.  Neots  Paper  Mill;  St.  Neots  Sand  and  Gravel;  St. 
Neots  Gravel  Products ;  Hunts.  County  Council. 

LIST  OF  FACTORIES  (WITHOUT  MECHANICAL  POWER). 

Buckden — Stoneham  and  Sons,  Plumbers  and  Decorators ;  Hardwick, 
Builders;  Papworth,  High  Street,  Baker;  Andrews,  Silver  Street, 
Baker;  Chelsea  Food  Products. 

Great  Gransden — A.  S.  Chambers,  Middle  Street,  Baker;  N.  D.  Hyde, 
Fox  Street,  Baker. 

Hail  M'eston — Kitchener,  A.  N.,  Baker;  Page,  S.  W.,  Hail  Weston 
Springs,  Aer.  AVater. 

Kimbolton — Abington  and  Sons,  Lkl.,  Tailors;  Flanders  and  Sons, 
Builders;  Parratt,  T.  J.,  M.  and  R. ;  Foskett,  IL,  Tailor;  Gell,  W., 
High  Street,  M.  and  R. ;  Hall,  High  Street,  Baker;  Steward,  East 
Street,  Blacksmitli;  Gray,  East  Street,  Builder;  Wilson,  High  Street, 
Saddler. 
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Offords — F.  L.  Slade,  M.  and  It.;  Burton  Crossvvay  House,  Baker; 
Allen,  Blacksmith;  Gill,  M.  and  It.  and  Builder. 

Gi*eat  Staughton — W.  Wimpress,  Highway,  Baker;  H,  B.  Day,  High¬ 
way,  Motors;  Smith  and  Sons,  Highway,  Builders. 

Catworth — S.  Bridge,  Church  End,  Baker;  Salisbury,  Corner  House, 
Baker. 

Abbotsley — Gibson,  High  Street,  Blacksmith;  Harper,  High  Street, 
Builder. 

Grafham — Bateman,  Blacksmith. 

Soutlioe— Thurley,  Builder. 

Yelling — Lewis,  Blacksmith. 

M.  FAWCETT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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